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NO TURNING BACK
The Fulani people are one of the hardest to 
reach Muslim people in West Africa and are 
Abigail’s chosen ministry focus. She recently 
attended a Sunday gathering of the only 
Fulani fellowship in this region, where a 
commitment to Christ cannot be taken lightly. 

It’s 9.00am. I start the day by 
putting on my blue African dress, 

trying to remember the correct 
way to tie the head covering for 
entering a place of worship. Before 
leaving my house I quickly grab 
my white scarf to wrap around my 
shoulders, a white scarf indicating I 
am on my way to pray, then begin 
my walk along the dusty path to 
the main road, passing some sheep 
and stray dogs.

It is Sunday, so the road is quiet, 
but I eventually flag down a taxi 
where I join three others in the 
car. ‘Salaam Alaikum’, I greet 
them upon entering; ‘Maa Laikum 
Salaam’ they reply. I pass the driver 
my 8 CFA fare (approximately 13p) 
and settle in for the first part of 
the journey. On passing the dump 
I have to cover my face with my 
scarf from the stench, and as I gaze 
out I notice an umbrella and coffee 
stand in the middle of a heap of 
rubbish as vendors sell coffee to 
people rummaging the dump - 
sifting through the rubbish for 
anything of value. As we head to 
a busier area I see some luxurious 
cars rivalling those found in the 

richest boroughs of England, but 
we also pass men transporting their 
goods piled metres high on rickety 
carts pulled by donkeys.

I get out at the end of the taxi’s set 
route and walk around the corner 
to catch the next one. As I wait, 
two small children at the market 
stall next to me are unable to 
contain their excitement at seeing 
a white person: ‘Toubab! Toubab!’ 
they continue to shout. Then a 
shabbily dressed man comes 
staring at me and chanting. I greet 
him ‘Salaam Alaikum’ but he does 
not reply and continues with his 
chant. After 30 seconds he walks 
on. The woman waiting next to me 
explains that it is an Islamic chant 
performed in exchange for the 
religious almsgiving. 

I see another taxi and climb in 
next to three elderly women. 
They speak no English but I can 
see they are amused to see a 
‘toubab’ wearing African clothes. 
Ten minutes later and I’m at my 
stop, where I walk down some 
more dusty paths to the church 
compound.

The building has been set up as 
a seeker-friendly place for Fulani 
people so nothing about it signifies 
‘church’ from a western point of 
view. I walk into the small round 
room, taking off my shoes as I 
enter the building. There are a 
few chairs at the side for the choir, 
but other than that the room is 
filled with mats. It’s now 10am 
so I take my seat and the service 
commences on time with just 
myself and two other people - I 
wonder if anyone else will join? 
By 45 minutes into the service the 
room is full, with 40 people sitting 
in a circle on the floor for worship. 
During the service an offering is 
taken for a family in a rural area 
that the Pastor will visit: their house 
has been burnt down by those who 
disapprove of their new faith. 

Towards the end of the service the 
Pastor summons a young man who 
has just decided to follow Christ’s 
way that week. Before the Pastor 
will allow the community to pray for 
him he grills him extensively – “Has 
anyone forced you to make this 
decision? Has anyone paid you to 
do this? Is this your own choice?” It 
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It has been a tough year.

It began with a crucial local mission 
partner fleeing the country, and 
ended with a very good friend 
tragically passing away back in 
my home country. The months 
in between seem to have gone 
by in a flash. What with the push 
and pull of family life, professional 
responsibilities, and ministry 
support, I haven’t felt particularly 

effective or useful in the spiritual 
realm. But God works: through us, 
with us, without us, in spite of us.

Four years ago I met Sanjeev, a 
guy who cold e-mailed to discuss 
Jesus Christ and politics. We met 
regularly for several months. He 
was interested, but it was hard 
to discern his motives. Then he 
disappeared for a while: To France 
for graduate studies, as it turned 
out. He came to see me in 2017 
to tell me about his confusion: he 
met atheists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
and Mormons there. What’s the 
truth? Who has it? A year ago he 
appeared again – this time he had 
connected with a community of 
Jesus-followers. He had loads more 

questions – I introduced him to a 
local friend and believer, and they 
started meeting several times a 
week, unbeknownst to me.

That local friend left, and I heard 
from Sanjeev intermittently. Then 
just two weeks ago he wanted 
to see me again. He told me he 
had read the Bible several times 
through in the last five months. 
Should he tell his family? Should he 
leave the country? I was surprised 
– has he made a decision? I’ve 
introduced him to another friend, 
to follow up.

I’m no Billy Graham, to put it 
mildly. But nevertheless God is 
working in Sanjeev’s life.

is commonly believed that those who follow Jesus have been ‘bought’ 
by Westerners or threatened by curses from local believers, so it is 
important for him to declare that this was his own free will. 

They sing the song ‘I have decided to follow Jesus ... no turning back, 
no turning back’ and then again, this time in their own language. I feel 
humbled in hearing them sing these words as I’ve heard some of their 
stories – children taken from parents who chose this new faith, careers 
ruined and reputations damaged. This song that is easy for me to sing 
now has a new significance as here, those who sing this song will face 
great hardships as a consequence of deciding to not turn back. 

The service ends with a recitation of the Lord’s Prayer while taking on 
a prayer posture similar to Islamic prayers (biblical examples of this 
prayer posture can be found in Nehemiah 8&9). When Muslims pray 
together during Friday prayers, it is an extremely important expression 
of the Islamic umma community. For the new believers, many of 
whom have been exiled from their family and previous community, to 
pray in this way is a powerful expression of the new community they 
have found in Christ.

NO BILLY GRAHAM

ABOUT THE FULANI
• There are an estimated 39.5 

million Fulani across 19 
countries in West Africa 

• In Abigail’s location there are 
4.5 million with approximately 
250 believers among them

• The Fulani hold fast to their 
Islamic traditions and identity. 
Part of their devotion to Islam 
comes from their major part 
in helping to spread Islam 
throughout much of Africa

• Pray for God to raise up 
intercessors to break up the 
hard spiritual soil of these 
regions

• Ask the Lord to send 
additional workers to bring 
the gospel to the Fulani 
people of West Africa
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The ReachAcross English 
Language Centre in East Africa 

originally opened in the 1970s 
as a bookshop. Within months, 
English classes were running and it 
became a popular project amongst 
the locals, with exceedingly high 
demand. Despite threats to expel 
all foreign workers, the original 
agreement cites a letter from the 
president welcoming the project 
and giving full religious liberty to 
the organisation. What a gift, in a 
95% Muslim country!

By God’s grace and with continued 
government approval, the project 
has continued to run for the last 
44 years by workers supported 
by sponsorship and prayer from 
abroad. Afar and French classes 
have been taught intermittently, 
depending on teachers and 
demand, but the focus continues 
to be offering low cost, high-quality 
English classes. The bookshop is 
now also a library, and last year 
with the help of ReachAcross 
supporters, expanded into a 
lounge/café, hosting open debates 
and conversations about life and 
faith.
 
Kingdom significance
Through the decades this Centre 
has continued to enjoy a great 
reputation in the local community. 
Students come from a multitude 
of professions such as government 
workers, bankers and police, 
learning alongside university 
students, the unemployed, 
refugees and domestic house-
workers from all local ethnicities. 

Over the years a number have 
come into God’s Kingdom through 
the school. For one lady it began 
with an invitation to a film by a 

friend. For another his journey 
began when he looked on the 
shelf and saw the Arabic Bible: the 
title looked so intriguing that he 
picked it up and was never able to 
put it back down. Similarly another 
student came to study English, 
but then watched the ‘Jesus’ 
film, wanted to find out more and 
became a believer. And more 
recently, a young lady came to 
conversation classes and has since 
professed faith in Christ.

God’s glory in the grime
All this time however, the building  
has received minimal maintenance. 

Constructed just before the project 
began on land re-claimed from 
the sea, repairs are a constant 
need, especially in the unforgiving 
heat, humidity and dust. 
Recently though, the walls were 
strengthened and re-plastered 
and rooms received a fresh coat of 
paint, and a new air conditioning 
unit was purchased, thanks to 
donations from the UK. 

Nonetheless, due to the building’s 
age we regularly encounter sewage 
problems due to the old original 
pipes. When the tide is high, 
drainage can become a serious 
issue and sewage water has backed 
up into the library too many times. 
We are in talks to procure the 
services of an expert to provide a 

solution to some of the issues.

A beacon of light
In spite of these ongoing concerns, 
the school and library are a beacon 
of light in the community and a 
safe place for people to be open 
and to share the good news. 
Local visitors often comment 
on the ‘peace’ they feel in the 
building. Even this month in our 
conversations we have taught 
some students how followers of 
Jesus pray, we have had space to 
openly share about dreams we 
have had from God, we have given 
full Gospel presentations and much 
more. The students are curious and 
very open about discussing faith 
– after all, their daily lives revolve 
around the rhythm of Islamic faith. 

Your help is needed
To be able to continue planting, 
watering and reaping we need 
your help. If you love Muslims and 
have a passion for sharing the 
good news while helping to meet 
felt needs, please consider getting 
involved by:  

• Applying to join us - we have 
urgent needs for teachers 
(min 8 hours teaching and 
preparation per week; max 16 
hours) and a project leader. 

• Supporting us financially by 
contributing to the running 
costs of the project including 
building renovations. This year, 
due to a shortage of teachers, 
we have had to reduce class 
numbers, so have lost income, 
and so also need to raise funds 
to cover local staff salaries. 

• Keep praying for the Lord to 
provide for this project and 
continue to use it as a doorway 
to His Kingdom.

PROJECT FOCUS

UPDATE ON THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE CENTRE 



It’s the Christmas season, and I 
am taking Walidah to a church 

near her home. She wants to 
volunteer in their programme for 
Special Needs children, having an 
autistic son herself. She is surprised 
by the kindness of the Christians 
there, and especially amazed by a 
simple nativity scene with Mary and 
Joseph dressed in Middle Eastern 
robes. I mention that Jesus and 
his family were from Palestine; she 
hadn’t expected western Christians 
to know or accept this fact. 

The rack of free pamphlets also 
catches Walidah’s eye and she 
takes a special interest in a daily 
devotional series. I explain what it 
is and how people use it, including 
reading the Scripture portion. She 
doesn’t have a Bible, so I ask if 
she wants one, she says ‘Yes!” - 
she wants an Arabic version “So 
I can understand it; I really want 
to understand!” Walidah’s last 
question is: “Can a Muslim attend 
this church?” I assure her she 
would be most welcome.

Walidah hasn’t answered texts 
or phone calls for the rest of 

December, and I haven’t been 
able to give her the Bible she 
wanted. A mutual friend says they 
moved house on Christmas Day. It 
seems her autistic son destroyed 
her phone so she now has a new 
phone and new number. I pray that 
I can connect with her to give her 
the Bible. I also want to introduce 
her to the leader of the Special 
Needs ministry in my own church. 

February is drawing to an end and 
I still have had no contact with 
Walidah. One Sunday I ask friends 
to pray for renewed contact. The 
next day, after texting her, she 
phones back - praise God for 
answered prayer! She says she 
is free right now and asks me to 
come over, so I drop everything 
and go. I see her new home, meet 
her friendly, book-loving autistic 
son, and before leaving she 
accepts the Bible. 

It’s now Easter time, and it’s been 
at least six weeks again since my 
last contact with Walidah – and 
suddenly here is a text inviting my 
husband and I to visit! Her husband 
works afternoon shifts, so we have 

morning coffee together as two 
couples. Although Walidah has 
accepted a Bible and was keen to 
read it, I am not sure her husband 
knows she owns one, so don’t feel 
comfortable asking her about this 
as we sit together. I pray we can 
have private conversations in the 
future. I pray Walidah reads the 
Bible and understands the truth.

Walidah had a difficult experience 
over the summer: her autistic son 
pushed another girl – whose mum 
then slapped her son. The situation 
became very heated. Unfortunately 
the security guard who came to 
sort the situation out took the 
side of the ‘white’ woman leaving 
Walidah upset at the apparent 
discrimination. I try to empathise 
and offer a different point of 
view, but instead she feels even 
more offended and has refused 
to answer my calls or return my 
messages ever since. I pray again 
that she will read the Bible and 
find comfort, wisdom and peace. 
I pray that she will remember last 
Christmas, and her amazement 
and wonder when she first saw the 
nativity scene. 
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LAST CHRISTMAS
Ava invites us inside her world of 
ministry to immigrant women as 
she shares a year of friendship 
with one Middle Eastern mother.
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Ways you can get more involved:
• Pray for us using our monthly prayer updates
• Give regular or one-off gifts to the ongoing work of 

ReachAcross, specific projects or workers
• Invite ReachAcross to speak to your church
• Shop online through theGivingMachine.co.uk 

nominating ReachAcross as your chosen cause 
• Select ReachAcross as your chosen Amazon Smile 

charity when shopping on Amazon.co.uk
• Consider serving with us, long, short term or GAP year


